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“For libraries as for schools, the state has a 
responsibility for the provision of adequate service 
for all its inhabitants.” 


—American Library Association. 
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»% BIENNIAL REPORT OF THE ILLINOIS STATE LIBRARY *¥ 
INTRODUCTION 


“Libraries are essential in a democracy, 
dependent as that is on enlightenment of 
the people and on the vitality of their cul- 
tural and social ideas. Modern trends in 
continuing or adult education, and in use of 
many books in school and university, make 
libraries basic in the whole educational 
scheme. Vigorous leadership on the part 
of state library agencies, alert to changing 
conditions and opportunities, seems funda- 
mental to library progress. For libraries as 
for schools, the state has a responsibility 
for the provision of adequate service for all 
its inhabitants.” 

The above statement is from the forward 
to “The State Library Agency, Its Func- 
tions and Organization” issued by the 
American Library Association. The follow- 
ing bie ial report is arranged to show in 
each irt...ance how the Illinois State Library 
has accepted this responsibility for leader- 
ship in library service in Illinois: 


1. To develop effective state-wide public 
library service: 


The State Library Advisory Committee 
is made up of representative librarians from 
each of the six library regions in the State. 
In planning the work of the State Library 
and in making recommendations for legis- 
lative action, this Committee takes into 
consideration the problems’ confronting 
libraries and the needs of library service in 
the geographical areas of the State which 
they represent. 

One of the long-time plans of this Com- 
mittee, and a plan which is beginning to 
take definite form, is the program for 
regional library cooperation. The legal 
basis for such a system has already been 
laid by the General Assembly. The State 
Library has given assistance and support in 
proposed grants-in-aid for libraries, and in 
certification. At the suggestion of Secre- 
tary of State Edward J. Hughes, civil 
service has been extended in the State 
Library. 

The State Library, through its extension 
service, gives advisory and informational 
service to existing libraries and in library 
establishment. The service is given through 
correspondence and visits of a school library 
specialist, a public library specialist, and 
the chief of the extension service. 

Each spring, regional conferences are 
sponsored by the State Library for libra- 
rians in various sections of the State. A 
monthly publication, ILLINOIS LIBRARIES, 


* Fiscal years beginning Oct. 1, 1938, and 
ending Sept. 30, 1940. 


brings news and ideas to librarians through- 
out the State. Members of the State Li- 
brary staff serve on numerous library and 
educational committees which makes it 
possible for them to be acquainted with 
current problems of libraries, schools, and 
communities, and to promote library service 
through many channels. 


2. To develop effective, state-wide school 
library service: 


A Library Service to Schools Committee, 
made up of prominent educators and com- 
munity leaders from all parts of the State, 
has been named at the suggestion of the 
Community Relations Seminar to lay plans 
for the coordination of school library 
service. One of the Committee’s major ac- 
tivities was the drafting of the statement— 
“A Good Rural School Library” and its 
minimum library standards. 

The field visitor for school libraries 
executes the program as worked out by the 
State Library in cooperation with the Com- 
mittee. Cooperating with the Department 
of Public Instruction, the group assisted in 
formulating the rating sheet for school 
libraries. Through attendance of confer- 
ences and institutes, the school library 
visitor is developing cooperative service be- 
tween local libraries and schools. (The No- 
vember issue of ILLINOIS LIBRARIES was de- 
voted to rural and elementary school 
library work). 


3. To develop a high quality of personnel 
in the libraries of the State: 


The State Library has given assistance 
and support to efforts in behalf of certifica- 
tion, civil service for librarians, and library 
pensions. It maintains an employment 
service for librarians. 


4. To provide a direct service of books, 
pamphlets and clippings, and visual 
material, and guidance in their use, 
to individuals, groups and schools: 

Through its individual loans of books to 
libraries or to individuals in unserved 
areas and through its loans of collections to 

schools, clubs, communities, the State Li- 

brary is meeting this “function.” The 

State Library also furnishes books for 

library centers sponsored by WPA in small 

towns, and for NYA reading centers in 
schools. A State Library bookmobile is 


now giving a demonstration of county-wide 
book service in Coles County for a ten- 
month period. 
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5. To provide supplementary service ot 
books, pamphlets and clippings, read- 
ing courses and visual material for 
the libraries of the State: 

Any librarian in Illinois may write to the 
State Library for the loan of books which 
his library cannot afford to purchase with 
the limited book fund. Some small libra- 
ries borrow copies of new books from the 
State Library to examine before making a 
purchase. A MONTHLY LIsT OF ADDITIONS 
is released each month to assist small libra- 
ries in knowing what recent material is in 
the State Library and available for inter- 
library loan. This list also serves as a 
buying guide in that the librarian with a 
limited book fund does not need to use that 
fund to purchase some of the more ex- 
pensive popular and informational books 
when a copy may be borrowed from the 
State Library. Many [Illinois libraries, 
large and small, are using the prepared 
reading courses of the Adult Education De- 
partment for their patrons who are inter- 
ested in following a systematic way of 
reading. 


6. To maintain a state reference and lend- 
ing library for specialized service to 
government officials and departments, 
members of the legislature and the 
supreme court; to preserve and make 
available historical and related ma- 
terial; to exchange state documents 
with other states: 


The State Library since its organization 
in 1839, has maintained a reference collec- 
tion for service to State officials and de- 
partments. The Archives department pre- 
serves State records so that they may be 
made available for legal reference. The 
preservation and collection of historical 
material of the State is the function of the 
Illinois State Historical Library which is a 
separate State department under the direc- 
tion of the Governor. Since 1833 the ex- 
change of State documents with other 
states and territories has been carried on 
by the State Library. As a result, the 
State Library has an extensive document 
collection which is invaluable in serving 
State officers and research workers. 


7. To encourage the development of ade- 
quate library service in State hos- 
pitals and institutions for dependents 
and delinquents: 

Through the NYA library project which 
is sponsored by the State Library, six hos- 
pitals in Illinois are provided with book 
service to patients. To encourage im- 


proved library facilities in State institu- 
tions, the State Library, with the coopera- 
tion of the Department of Public Health 
and the Department of Public Welfare, 
each year since 1938 has offered a library 
internship for institutional librarians. These 
librarians are invited to spend two weeks at 
the State Library, conferring with staff 
members and observing techniques and 
methods. In a number of these State in- 
stitutions, the reading courses are used ex- 
tensively. From time to time, requests are 
made for assistance in selecting books for 
institutional libraries which are under the 
direction of the Department of Public 
Welfare. 


8. To collect statistics and other facts on 
the status of libraries and to compile 
and publish reports and bulletins: 


The September issue of ILLINOIS LIBRA- 
RIES contains statistical information on all 
types of libraries—school, public, associa- 
tion, NYA, WPA, college and university. 
From the information offered in the 1939 
statistical issue, librarians of public libra- 
ries could measure the library income, ex- 
penditures, circulation, etc., with the A. L. A. 
Minimum Standards for Public Libraries. 
(See Publications section of this report for 
detailed account.) 


9. To coordinate the library service of the 
State, and to coordinate libraries 
with other educational services and 
agencies, so as to increase effective- 
ness and avoid waste and unnecessary 
duplication: 


The State Library has encouraged such 
cooperative enterprises with other libraries 
in the State as inter-library lending, union 
catalogs, and regional purchasing of books. 
This “function” is also being met by the 
participation of members of the library 
staff on committees of numerous State and 
national library and educational groups. 


10. To cooperate with the library agencies 
of other states and with national 
library agencies: 

Through the exchange of State docu- 
ments and, in particular, the exchange of 
library literature through inter-library 
loans; through membership in the Associa- 
tion of State Libraries and other national 
associations, the State Library cooperates 
with other states in promoting library 
service. 

EDWARD J. HUGHES, 
Secretary of State and State Librarian. 
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REPORT OF PROGRESS 


The 100th anniversary of the Illinois 
State Library was celebrated in this bien- 
nium. Created by the General Assembly in 
1839, the State Library was placed under 
the jurisdiction of the Secretary of State 
where it has since remained. 

Although the State Library was founded 
expressly as a legal library for the use of 
state officials, legislators, and judges of the 
Supreme Court, it soon demonstrated its 
possibility for usefulness in bringing read- 
ing materials to citizens in the widely 
separated areas of the State. Today, the 
Illinois State Library is the only public 
source of reading materials for approxi- 
mately one and one-half million Illinois 
citizens. 

In 1921, the many services which previ- 
ously had been carried on separately were 
legally organized into two administrative 
units, i.e., general or reference, and exten- 
sion. The Archives was created as a third 
unit. All three were put under the super- 
vision of the Secretary of State who is 
State Librarian. 

To co-ordinate and direct the work of the 
three units in accordance with the law of 
1921, Secretary of State Edward J. Hughes, 
who came to office in 1933, appointed an 
Assistant State Librarian. This is the first 
biennium during which this co-ordinated 
service of the State Library has been in 
effect. 

(See Biennial Report 1936-38 for details 
of the co-ordination.) 


ADVISORY COMMITTEE 


Following the recommendation of a group 
of prominent librarians and lay leaders 
whom Secretary of State Hughes had asked 
to assist in the distribution of the first 
state aid grant to libraries (1935), the Gen- 
eral Assembly in 1939 laid the legal foun- 
dation for a_ state-wide regional library 
system by establishing six library districts. 
The law further authorized the Secretary of 
State to appoint an Advisory Committee 
made up of one librarian in each library 
district (2 in District 2 which includes 
Cook County). 

Each member is a representative libra- 
rian who is aware of the library needs in 
that district. With this understanding, he 
can assist in planning the future program 
of the local libraries in the district, as well 
as that of the State Library, so as to im- 
prove library service throughout the State. 

The Advisory Committee is as follows: 
Alice Williams (Dist. 1) Moline; Ida Faye 
Wright (Dist. 2) Evanston; Carl B. Roden, 
Chairman (Dist. 2) Chicago; P. L. Wind- 
sor (Dist. 3) Urbana; Earl Browning (Dist. 
4) Peoria; Bella Steuernagel (Dist. 5) 
Belleville; and Effie Lansden (Dist. 6) 
Cairo. Dr. Windsor was chairman until 


September when he was retired as director 
of the University of Illinois Library. 
(Miss Steuernagel resigned Dec. 3 and was 
succeeded by E. Margaret Patton, High- 
land). 

One of the first proposals of the Advisory 
Committee was a plan for regional coopera- 
tion which has already been partially 
realized through the effort of individual 
libraries in the State. 


The extension of area served, contracts 
between existing libraries, cooperative book 
selection and book buying, bookmobiles and 
other methods have been used to extend 
library service. (See article “And in IIli- 
nois . . .” in ILLINOIS LIBRARIES, January, 
1941, p. 9-11 for report of cooperative 
methods. 


The recommendation of the Advisory 
Committee is to have at least one regional 
librar’ .o each of the six areas which will 
serve as a book reservoir—to supplement 
the book collections of existing public libra- 
ries, and by bookmobiles to extend library 
service to the rural areas. 


Civit SERVICE 


An outstanding contribution of the Ad- 
visory Committee has been its assistance in 
drafting the statement of qualifications 
deemed necessary for the various types and 
grades of positions in the State Library. 

Cooperating with the Illinois Civil 
Service Commission, Secretary of State 
Hughes suggested that the Advisory Com- 
mittee make a study of the qualifications 
necessary for the various positions in rela- 
tion to the types of work performed in the 
State Library. The recommendations of 
the Advisory Committee were based on the 
studies prepared by A.L.A. boards of 
Education for Librarianship and Salaries, 
Staff and Tenure; a study of similar posi- 
tions and requirements in other States 
transmitted to the Illinois Civil Service 
Commission; and suggestions from the Uni- 
versity of Illinois Library School. The 
recommendations of the Committee were 
officially adopted and used on the next call 
for examinations. Of the 63 persons work- 
ing in the State Library, 40 are certified 
through the Illinois Civil Service Com- 
mission. 


BooOKMOBILE SERVICE 


The one bookmobile which was especially 
built recently for the State Library is to be 
used in Coles County for a ten-month 
demonstration. The bookmobile with its 


book stock of 2,800 books will visit the 120 
schools in the County, making the trip 
accompanied by a 
(The 


every four weeks, 
trained librarian and also a driver. 
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bookmobile demonstration began Dec. 1, 
1940 in Coles Co.) 

County leaders who are cooperating with 
the State Library in the demonstration are 
now working to make the service perma- 
nent through local support after the demon- 
stration has ended. [Illinois library leaders 
are looking forward to an extension of 
bookmobile service to rural areas through 
local cooperation and possible further 
state-aid grants from the State Legislature. 


Book SERVICE BY MAIL 


In the meantime, direct book service by 
mail is being continued from the State Li- 
brary, Springfield. 

Ten years ago, during the two year 
period, 1928-30, readers throughout the 
State borrowed from the State Library 
126,240 books, magazines, maps, and other 
educational items. During the last two 
years, 1938-40, they borrowed 1,137,767, an 
increase of more than 800 per cent. This 
makes an average of four circulations for 
each item (other than pictures) in the 
State Library. While a few of the older 
books were used slightly during the bien- 
nium, others were literally “read out.” 

Books and other reading materials are 
issued from the State Library either in col- 
lections for community, school, and group 
use (through the collections department), 
or individually in response to special re- 
quests (through the reference department). 

State and community leaders, in need of 
special information, made 7,109 requests of 
the reference department ten years ago. 
They made 26,962 requests during the last 
two years. 


CIRCULATION INCREASE 


The tremendous increase in circulation 
during recent years is accounted for by the 
following reasons: (1) The coordination of 
the vcrious departments of the State 
Library has not only been economical finan- 
cially but has facilitated the handling of 
requests for reading material, (2) Public 
relations work (exhibits, talks, newspaper 
articles) has brought about the increased 
awareness of the State Library services, 
(3) The development of the State Library 
program in cooperation with other State 
departments and organizations to fit in with 
their services. The State Library has co- 
operated with the State Department of 
Public Health, Welfare, Public Instruction, 
Agriculture, the Board for Vocational Edu- 
cation, University of [Illinois Extension 
Service, and such non-government organi- 
zations as the American Library Associa- 
tion, the Illinois Library Association, IIli- 
nois Congress of Parents and Teachers, 
Home and Farm Bureaus, to name a few, 
(4) The reduced postal rate on books has 
made mail service less expensive (bor- 


rowers pay postal charges of 1 cent per 
pound for material sent from and returned 
to Springfield), (5) Through State Library 
sponsorship there has been a state-wide de- 
velopment of WPA library centers and 
NYA service to schools, and (6) At the in- 
sistence of Secretary of State Hughes, there 
has been the addition of only professionally 
trained persons to the staff. 


DESCRIPTION OF COLLECTION 


The Illinois State Library has 350,735 
books and pamphlets, including state and 
federal documents; 23,411 pictures, and in 
the archives 6,446 bound volumes, 1,668 
file drawers and 41 file boxes of Illinois 
archival material. 

There is in the general library, a large 
collection of American state publications 
and a well organized and cataloged collec- 
tion of United States documents, as the 
library has been an “all” depository since 
1857, and has, in addition, acquired hear- 
ings of Congressional Committees since 
1924. 

Book selection has been influenced by 
needs of state officers and departments, re- 
sulting in an especially comprehensive col- 
lection in the social sciences and certain 
sections of natural science and useful arts. 

Indexes acquired regularly to make all 
possible use of a large collection of peri- 
odicals, include the following: 


Agricultural Index; Annotated Biblio- 
Sraphy of Economic Geology; Annual 
Magazine Subject Index; Engineering 
Index; Index to Legal Periodicals; Indus- 
trial Arts Index; International Index to 
Periodicals; Library Index of the National 
Health Library; New York Times Index; 
Public Affairs Information Service; Quar- 
terly Cumulative Index Medicus; Readers’ 
Guide to Periodical Literature; Technical 
Book Review Index; U. S. Document 
Catalogs; Vertical File Service Catalog; 
Biological Abstracts; Chemical Abstracts 
and Educational Abstracts. 


The library receives regularly the spe- 
cialized bibliographic tools and indexes 
published by the American Library Asso- 
ciation, the R. R. Bowker Company, the F. 
W. Faxon Company, the Special Libraries 
Association and the H. W. Wilson Com- 
pany. Standing orders are also on file with 
many economic and technical organizations 
for their publications as issued. Among 
these are: 

American Academy of Political and So- 
cial Science; American Association for 
Adult Education; American Institute of 
Electrical Engineers; American Manage- 
ment Association; American Planning and 
Civic Association; American Public Wel- 
fare Association; American Society for 


‘Testing Materials; American Society of 


Civil Engineers Transactions; American 


| 
| 

| 
| | | 

| 

| 

| 

6 

| 


Society of Mechanical Engineers Trans- 
actions; The Brookings Institution; Car- 
negie Endowment for International Peace; 
Carnegie Institution of Washington; Cham- 
ber of Commerce of the United States; 
Commonwealth Fund; Commerce Clearing 
House Tax Service; Foreign Policy Asso- 
ciation; Moody’s Rating Books; National 
Bureau of Economic Research; National 
Conference of Social Work; National Edu- 
cation Association and National Industrial 
Conference Board. 


ArT DEPARTMENT 


A popular supplement to the book col- 
lection of the State Library is a collection 
of 24,000 pictures. Patrons borrowed 
70,420 pictures during the last two years in 
contrast with 6,495 borrowed ten years ago. 
Calls came from every section of the State, 
from clubs, churches, schools, institutions, 
and individuals. 

Among the special collections of material 
offered are: 

Tapestry designs; French costume plates; 
Japanese flower prints; “Living American 
Art;” drawings by Matisse and Manet; 
drawings by various old masters; reproduc- 
tions of Oriental ceramics; original etchings 
and other examples of graphic arts, prin- 
cipally by [!linois artists; pictorial maps; 
and illustrations of stage settings. 

Although a special budget has not been 
provided to secure art material, this is the 
most opportune time to make art purchases. 
The world market is greatly restricted 
which means that many fine prints and art 
books are being sold at a great reduction in 
price. 


Music MATERIAL 


Outside of the libraries in large cities 
where there is a conservatory of music, no 
library in Illinois has a music collection 
which is adequate to serve the requests for 
material that are mounting each year. 
This increased interest in music has been 
largely generated by the radio and the 
emphasis on music education in the public 
schools. 

It is hoped that in the very near future 
funds will be made available for the addi- 
tion of music material to the State Library 
which will be used to supplement the 
meagre collections in Illinois libraries. 


NATIONAL DEFENSE 


To meet the increased demand for tech- 
nical books brought about by the National 
Defense program, the State Library, with 
the cooperation of the Illinois Board for 
Vocational Education, has made a survey of 
the existing reading material on defense 
subjects in Illinois libraries. This study 
has been made to determine what and 


where further book purchases are needed, 
as well as to guide in planning how best to > 
make these facilities known and available 
to interested persons. 

In order to keep abreast of the nation’s 
great preparedness movement, the State 
Library is building up a collection of books 
to meet the demand of industry and train- 
ing agencies in Illinois, and supplement 
collections in community libraries. 

Books relating to such specialized me- 
chanical trades as aviation, aeronautical 
radio, gun construction, and tool making 
are being purchased rapidly. In addition 
to books designed for mechanical trades, 
there will be material on military training, 
and on the foundation of American democ- 
racy, on social, economical and spiritual life 
in America. 


ADULT EDUCATION 


Because of numerous requests, the adult 
education work of the reference department 
was separated from the other types of re- 
quests and qualified members of the staff 
assigned to give a specialized type of ref- 
erence service — guidance to adults inter- 
ested in continuing their education through 
systematic reading. Free reading courses 
from this department are available to any 
adult in the State. Approximately 3,500 
groups and individuals have enrolled since 
July, 1939 for one or more of the 150 
courses, including accounting, interior 
decorating, child psychology, photography 
and electric welding. Some read to get 
ahead in their jobs; others read purely for 
pleasure. Approximately 1,000 women of 
the Illinois Home Bureau Federation are 
taking courses relating to the art of home 
making. The courses are prepared by the 
University of Illinois Home Economics Ex- 
tension Service in cooperation with the 
State Library. More than forty counties 
have reading course units. 

Under the NYA reading program, more 
than 12,000 Illinois youths are given the 
opportunity to explore many areas of voca- 
tional or avocational interests through 
reading courses prepared especially to fit 
their needs. Twenty-two such _ courses 
were developed to be used with the NYA 
project work. 


FEDERAL PROJECTS 


There are 290 Illinois communities, many 
of which never had a public library that 
are now being served by WPA library 
centers. This federal project not only 
brings free books to many thousands of citi- 
zens, but strives to increase a sense of 


community interest and responsibility in 
the extension of library service. 

In addition to this, there are 60 NYA 
reading rooms in overation in Illinois serv- 
ing an estimated 20,000 people; 5 NYA 
bookmobiles traveling a yearly circuit of 


85,000 miles bringing books to 7,000 pupils 
“in rural schools; 6 NYA hospital book 


wagons serving approximately 1,000 pa- — 


tients. 

Both the NYA and WPA library projects 
operate in Illinois under the State Library 
which furnished an average of 21,450 books 
a month during the past two years. During 
1939 alone, approximately two million 
books were reissued by WPA library cen- 
ters in Illinois. 


MENDING PROJECTS 


WPA workers have been trained to do 
the small mending, cleaning, and re-con- 
ditioning of the State Library books. Dur- 
ing the past two years, the number of 
workers has averaged eight or nine a 
month, and they have re-conditioned be- 
tween 250 and 300 books per month. This 
repair service does not include the rebind- 
ing of books, but does include conditioning 
worn volumes so that they can be loaned to 
a few more patrons before rebinding is 
necessary. Funds for rebinding have not 
been provided in the regular budget, but it 
is to be hoped that such a fund will soon 
be available as, “a stitch in time saves 
nine” is economy in a library as well as in 
the sewing room. 


FIELD VISITORS 


The advisory work of the State Library 
is largely carried on through visits of the 
chief of the extension service and the field 
visitors. Since 1910, there has been a field 
visitor for public libraries. 

To assist Illinois schools in providing im- 
proved library service, the position of field 
visitor for school libraries was created by 
the General Assembly in 1939. 

Upon request of a school superintendent 
or a librarian, the field visitors will visit a 
school or public library and assist in or- 
ganizing a new library, recognizing an old 
one, give advice on the selection and pur- 
chase of books, library equipment and sup- 
plies, help arrange a library, give instruc- 
tions in methods and procedures, and give 
instructions in simple mending. 

The field visitor for school libraries 
visited 138 schools (rural, elementary, and 
high) from September, 1939 to October, 
1940. She has worked closely with the 
Illinois Rural Education Committee, the 
Community Relations Seminar, and the 
Illinois Library Association Planning Board 
to promote a school library program. 

The Advisory Committee on Library 
Service to Schools was formed in 1940 to 
assist in planning a program for the school 
service of the State Library. One of the 
activities of this committee, in conjunction 
with the field visitor, was to compose a 
statement describing “The Good Rural 
School Library.” 


The membership of the Advisory Com- 
mittee on Library Service to Schools is as 
follows: 

Helene H. Rogers, Illinois State Library 
(chairman); Edith L. Masters, A. A. U. W.; 
Russell Stephens, Edgar Co. schools; Glenn 
K. Kelly, Illinois Association of School 
Boards; Gladys Coffin, Illinois Church 
Council; G. G. Lentz, Illinois Legislative 
Council; D. E. Lindstrom, University of 
Illinois College of Agriculture; Mrs. H. M. 
Mulberry, P. T. A.; Edwin H. Reeder, 
University of Illinois College of Education; 
Irving F. Pearson, Illinois Education As- 
sociation; Harlan D. Beem, Superintendent 
of Schools, Coles Co.; Laura Hughes Lunde, 
Illinois League of Women Voters; Ward N. 
Black, Department of Public Instruction; 
Hans C. Olsen, Eastern [Illinois State 
Teachers College, Charleston; K. T. Smith, 
Illinois Agricultural Association; Mrs. Gor- 
don Fillingham, Illinois League of Women 
Voters; Eleanor Libby, Illinois Library As- 
sociation; Genevieve Dixon, Illinois Asso- 
ciation of High School Librarians; Agnes 
Long, Illinois State Library. Consultant, 
Charlotte Ryan, Illinois State Library. 

To gain information on school libraries 
in Illinois, questionnaires were sent to 
county superintendents of schools, and prin- 
cipals. This made possible, for the first 
time, the inclusion of data on school libra- 
ries in the statistical issue of ILLINOIS 
LIBRARIES. 

The field visitor for school libraries co- 
operated with the Department of Public 
Instruction and the Library Service for 
Schools Committee in compiling the library 
section of the rating sheet for schools. (In 
cooperation with the editor of publications, 
a special school edition of ILLINOIS LIBRA- 
RIES was issued in November, 1940. See 
section on Publications.) 

“A Manual of Suggested Procedure for 
the Organization of a Small Rural School 
Library” was prepared by the field visitor 


for school libraries and the Library Service - 


to Schools Committee and issued in March, 
1941. (Copies are available without charge 
from the State Library.) 

In order to promote school library serv- 
ice, contacts were made with rural leaders 
of the state, particularly with county 
superintendents, rural supervisors of teach- 
ers’ colleges, and rural and educational or- 
ganization heads. The field visitor partici- 
pated in the 1940 workshop at Southern 
Illinois State Teachers College, Carbondale. 


REGIONAL INSTITUTES 


In 1939 and in 1940, one-day regional 
institutes were again sponsored by the State 
Library. 

In 1939, the institutes were held in 
Bloomington, Casey, Edwardsville, Elm- 


hurst, Evanston, Fairfield, Freeport, Gales- 
burg, Marseilles, Mt. Sterling, Murphys- 
boro, and Virden. 


Discussions with different local librarians 
participating included publicity methods; 
vocational information service, and recent 
library literature. 

In 1940, Cairo, Belleville, Carrollton, 
Marshall, Mi§ilford, Abingdon, Streator, 
Clinton, Lockport, Wilmette, and Rochelle 
were the meeting places. 

The discussion at these meetings centered 
around the essentials of library services as 
set forth in the American Library Associa- 
tion Minimum Standards for Public Li- 
braries; and the plans for regional library 
service. 

Book reviews were given at afternoon 
sessions, both in 1939 and 1940. At several 
institutes during both years, library trus- 
tees gathered for their own discussions. 

Attendance at Regional Meetings: 


2 2 
1938... 399 264 158 818 ao 
1939... 431 249 183 863 207 
1940... 390 248 215 853 215 


EMPLOYMENT SERVICE 


The State Library has, for some years, 
conducted an employment service for IIli- 
nois librarians. A file is kept of librarians 
indicating to the State Library a desire to 
make a change in position. The file is con- 
sulted when requests for candidates for a 
position come from library boards. 

During this biennium, 45 persons filed an 
application (35 Illinois citizens, 8 out-of- 
state, 5 WPA) with the Employment Serv- 
ice Bureau; 14 requests for candidates have 
come from library boards or WPA super- 
visors. 


THE ARCHIVES 


The Illinois State Archives building was 
dedicated Oct. 26, 1938. Participating in 
the ceremonies were the Illinois Library 
Association and the Society of American 
Archivists, holding their annual meeting in 
Springfield in honor of the occasion. 
Speakers were the Honorable Edward J. 
Hughes, Secretary of State of Illinois and 
State Librarian; Dr. R. D. W. Connor, 
Archivist of the United States; and Dr. A. 
R. Newsome, President of the Society of 
American Archives. 

The opening of the Archives Building 
permitted putting into effect the long range 
program for archival development in IIli- 
nois. The immediate objective is to get all 
important records of the State government 
housed in one building devoted entirely to 
scientific protection against the physical 
hazards of fire, insects and rodents, exces- 
sive dampness and heat, and the moral 
hazards of theft, tampering and destruction. 


The customary practice of collecting in the 
archives department only those records 
which, because of age, are of historical 
value but of no further legal interest to the 
various state departments, is inadequate 
because it provides for only a very small 
percentage of the State’s records. Those 
records which, because of semi-current use, 
the departments are unable or unwilling to 
transfer to the Archives, comprise the 
records having the greatest legal and finan- 
cial importance. Among such records, to 
name only a few, are vital statistics, 
records of licenses to practice professions, 
court case files, corporation reports, and the 
financial records of the State Auditor and 
Treasurer. 

The Illinois Archives has two distinct 
types of vaults—archives vaults which 
house non-current records under the imme- 
diate jurisdiction of the archivist and not 
subject to removal from the building; and 
departmental vaults which house semi- 
current records under the immediate juris- 
diction of the respective State departments 
to which they belong. To ensure that im- 
portant records will not be crowded out by 
minor records, it was necessary first of all 
to classify all records belonging to the 
State in the order of their legal and poten- 
tial historical value. 

The basis for such a classification is the 
research in the history of State departments 
and their record-making functions, which 
has been going on in the Archives depart- 
ment for several years. -The next step in- 
volved the taking of inventories of all 
records in all State departments. This 
work was done through the cooperation of 
the Historical Records Survey of WPA. 
The inventories were then checked by the 
respective department heads and_ the 
archivist, who decided in conference which 
records should be transferred to the 
archives vaults, which to the departmental 
vaults and which held in the State House 
departmental offices and storerooms as 
being in current use or of secondary legal 
value. The value of various categories of 
records as legal evidence, rather more than 
their historical interest, was the basis of 
decision. Contracts for equipment for the 
departmental vaults of the Archives build- 
ing have been let, and installations are now 
in process. Within the next few months, 
Illinois will have the distinction of being 
the first government in America, if not in 
the world, which has all its important legal 
records housed in a building where they 
will be as safe as science can make them. 

Under the present Illinois law, no records 
may be destroyed without specific legis- 
lative authorization. The next step in the 
State archival program should provide for 
scientific disposal of useless records, and for 
an evaluation of the application of micro- 
photography to the problem of the reduc- 
tion in the bulk of records. Considerable 


study has been given to this and other 
record problems involving a change in legis- 
lation, but no recommendations are ready 
to submit to the 1941 General Assembly. 
Substantial progress has been made in pre- 
paring records in the archives vaults to 
enable the staff to give quick and efficient 
service to patrons. Indexes, calendars and 
other finding media have been expanded. A 
complete revision of archival cataloging 
rules, completed by the archivist, with the 
assistance of the Committee on Cataloging 
of the Society of American Archivists, was 
published in mimeographed form by the 
State Library in 1938, with a revision of 
one section published in 1939. 


The expanded program 
archival work 


for Illinois 
includes cooperation with 
county officials in solving their records 
problem. Here again the Historical 
Records Survey is cooperating by surveying 
and publishing inventories of county 
archives. Plans to start an advisory exten- 
sion service to county officials, not unlike 
that given to local libraries, are now being 
developed. 

The research demands for concentration 
of local historical records at the State 
Capitol can be met to a large extent by a 
program for copying such records on 
microfilm. There are many counties, how- 
ever, which for one reason or another can- 
not provide adequately for such treasures. 
Other counties which once included a large 
area of the State, have non-current records 
which are of more than local interest. An 
Act passed by the 1939 General Assembly 
permits the State Library to accept perma- 
nent or temporary deposits of local 
archives. A very important accession re- 
sulting from this law was the gift from J. 
Nick Perrin, Jr., made in 1940, of the early 
St. Clair County archives known as the 
“J. Nick Perrin collection.” These records, 
dating back to 1737, and comprising nearly 
8,000 items, have long been known to his- 
torians as the most important body of 
source material for the history of the early 
Illinois county. Some of the longer Cahokia 
documents were published by the late Pro- 
fessor Clarence W. Alvord in volume two of 
the Illinois Historical Society Collections. 


EXHIBITS 


For the 500th anniversary of printing, a 
traveling exhibit of fine books and fac- 
similes of printing was prepared by the 
State Library and lent to 14 libraries dur- 
ing 1940. A collection of facsimiles of the 
Negro in Illinois was prepared for the 
American Negro Exposition held in Chi- 
cago, July 4 to Sept. 2, 1940. 

The State Library “book-o-meter,” a me- 
chanical gadget which gives suggestions for 
reading on a given subject, was borrowed 
by more than twenty libraries during 1939- 
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40; exhibited at the Illinois State Fair and 
at several library conferences. 

To popularize the work of the State 
Archives, the following exhibits were as- 
sembled in the Archives Museum: 100 
Years in the General Assembly; Books That 
Influenced Lincoln; Facsimiles of Early 
American Documents; [Illinois Court 
Houses; How Records Are Preserved for 
Posterity; G. A. R. Exhibits; Perrin Col- 
lection of Northwest Territory Records. 

For the State Fair in 1940, two 5’ x 6’ 
photo-murals were constructed to show 
State Library services. Approximately 
5,000 persons visited the exhibit. A library 
lounge was also provided through coopera- 
tion with the Illinois Rural Electrification 
Committee for farm people attending the 
Fair. A model school library was set up 
at two educational conferences. 

The Centennial Building lobby cases 
were used to display examples of the vari- 
ous types of materials found in the art col- 
lection. A special Christmas exhibit fea- 
tured a group of Madonnas from the col- 
lection. Pictures, like books, are loaned 
for use in homes, clubs and schools. Two 
special exhibits of documents—‘“Illinois as 
Publishers” and “Uncle Sam as Publisher” 
were also displayed in these cases. 

Exhibits of 25 standard titles for an ele- 
mentary school library; recent children’s 
books; good editions of children’s classics 
were also made available to libraries, 
schools, and clubs during the biennium. 


PUBLICATIONS 


ILLINOIS LIBRARIES is a monthly (except 
July and August) publication of the State 
Library which serves as a news medium for 
the public libraries of the State. One issue 
each year is devoted to the proceedings of 
the Illinois Library Association; another to 
the statistics of the libraries in Illinois, and 
one to the biennial report of the State 
Library. 

Statistical data in the 1940 issue was ar- 
ranged by region and also to show how each 
library measured up to the minimum 
standards. (The November, 1940 issue was 
devoted entirely to school library service, 
with specific articles by school library 
specialists and educators. Twenty-two 
county superintendents in Illinois secured 
enough copies for each rural teacher. The 
Department of Public Instruction secured 
an additional 5,000 copies.) 

The January, 1940 issue of ILLINOIS 
LipraRIEs featured the “Friends of the Li- 
brary” movement in Illinois. A reprint of 
this section was made by the American 
Library Association. 

Of special interest to archivists through- 
out the country has been the series of ar- 
ticles on the “General Assembly and Its 
Records” prepared by the Archivist of the 
State Library for ILLINOIS LIBRARIES. 


Two additions were made to the LEAFLET 
SeERIEs: no. 5, Adult education, an oppor- 
tunity for you; no. 6, The Archives. 
Mimeographed lists of children’s books 
were issued, seasonally. A MONTHLY LIST 
oF AppITIONs (other than fiction) to the 
State Library has been issued during the 
biennium. 

The Illinois Blue Book, 1939-40, con- 
tained a special 36-page section devoted to 
the State Library on the occasion of its 
100th anniversary. 

Articles describing the services of the 
State Library appeared in the following 
magazines: A. L. A. Bulletin; Wilson Li- 
brary Bulletin; Illinois Education; Educa- 
tional Press Bulletin; The Library Journal; 
and Prairie Farmer, to mention a few. 
More than 1,000 articles appeared in IIli- 
nois newspapers to acquaint citizens with 
the services offered by the State Library. 

Scrapbooks of newspaper publicity from 
all the libraries in Illinois are kept, and 
may be borrowed by any library. 


PERSONNEL 


Resignations because of marriage, con- 
tinuation of studies, or change in position 
caused the following additions to the staff: 
Martha Banker (Stahl), Wilmington, As- 
sistant, Reference Dept.; Loretta Byrne, 
Springfield, Clerk, Bookstacks; Jack Demp- 
sey, Marion, Clerk, Order Dept.; Kathleen 
E. Gaffigan, Springfield, Clerk, Adult Edu- 
cation Dept.; Marie Hodalski, Springfield, 
Clerk, Administrative Office; Mrs. Alice 
Louise Hoge, Peoria, Clerk, Circulation 
Records Dept.; Jessie P. Jenks, Jackson- 
ville, Head of Adult Education Dept.; 
Agnes Long, Sheffield, Field Visitor for 
School Libraries; Ralph E. McCoy, Spring- 
field, Editor of Publications; Mary G. 
Mitchell, Galatia, Typist, Collections Dept.; 
Walter E. Myers, Springfield, Assistant, 
Reference Dept.; Forrest C. Nelson, 
Seneca, Assistant, Loan Desk; Mary F. 
Nuess, Springfield, Typist, Archives; Albert 
Rechteger, Chicago, Assistant, Collections 
Dept.; Mrs. Anita S. Reeder, Ramsay, 
Stenographer, Archives; Mrs. Patricia J. 
Reminger, Harrisburg, Stenographer, Cir- 
culation Records Dept.; Mrs. Leona Roos, 
Springfield, Stenographer, Catalog Dept.; 
Mabel L. Schureman, Oglesby, Assistant, 
Adult Education Dept.; Ray Scott, Spring- 
field, Clerk, Archives; Ruth Walden, Ava, 
Assistant, Circulation Records Dept. 

In addition to the regular staff, there are 
113 assigned to the library under WPA, 
NYA, and Historical Records Survey 
project. WPA and NYA workers (mostly 
girls, since the National Defense training 
program has taken the boys) do such work 
as wrapping book packages, shelving, and 
mending. The inventory project of the 
HRS is described in the Archives section of 
this report. 


Staff members have been encouraged to 
keep up with current library trends 
through the attendance and participation in 
professional meetings. Several staff mem- 
bers attended the institutes for librarians 
held at Washington University, St. Louis, 
in June, and at the University of Chicago 
during August (1939, 1940). The State 
Library was represented at meetings of the 
following organizations: American Library 
Association (annual meetings and mid- 
winter meetings, several members of staff 
served on committees); American Historical 
Association; Illinois Library Assotiation 
(several members of the staff served on 
committees) ; Society of American Archivists 
(the Archivist is member of the council); 
National Association of State Libraries (the 
Assistant State Librarian served as Presi- 
dent in 1939-40, and was re-elected for 
1940-41); Illinois Education Association; 
Illinois Adult Education Association; (the 
Assistant State Librarian served as Vice- 
President in 1940-41); Community Rela- 
tions Seminar, and numerous other library 
and educational conferences. The State 
Library was also represented at the Rural 
Life Conferences (state and national) at 
the dedication of the Milner Library at 
Illinois State Normal University; and at 
the dedication of the archives section of 
the Alabama Memorial Building, Mont- 
gomery. 

The library is participating in the plan- 
ning activities of the following state-wide 
organizations: Illinois Congress of Parents 
and Teachers; Chicago Friends of the Li- 
brary; and the State Advisory Council for 
the National Youth Administration. 

Staff members participated in the meet- 
ings of P. T. A. groups, women’s clubs, 
civic clubs, church societies, and _ rural 
groups in all sections of the State. 
Eighteen staff members attended 24 classes 
in the Springfield Community School for 
Adults. 

The Archivist of the State Library was 
granted a leave of absence during the sum- 
mer of 1940 to conduct a course on 
archival practice at Columbia University, 
New York City. 


STAFF 


Edward J. Hughes, Secretary of State and 
State Librarian. 

Helene H. Rogers, Assistant State Libra- 
rian. 

Margaret C. Norton, Archivist. 

Charlotte Ryan, Chief, Extension Service 
Department. 

Harriet M. Skogh, Chief, General Refer- 
ence. 


Charles Anderson, Clerk, Shipping Depart- 
ment. 

Dorothy Bailey, Assistant, Catalog Depart- 
ment (Illinois Documents). 


Mrs. Estelle Baird, Assistant, Periodical 
Room. 

Martha Banker (Stahl), Assistant, Refer- 
ence Department. 

Sue Bowles, Head of Order and Bookkeep- 
ing Departments. 

Esther Bryant, Assistant, Catalog Depart- 
ment. 

Loretta Byrne, Clerk, Bookstacks. 

Esther Chipchase, Clerk, Circulation Rec- 
ords Department. 

Clara A. Davies, Head of Catalog Depart- 
ment. 

Jack Dempsey, Clerk, Order Department. 

Vonnetti Dieckhaus, Secretary, Assistant 
State Librarian. 

Mrs. Marie Ennis, Clerk, Information Desk. 

Kathleen E. Gaffigan, Clerk, Adult Educa- 
tion Department. 

Fern Garrett, Head of Reference Depart- 
ment. 

Carl Giganti, Assistant, Art Department. 

Marinus Hansen, Photographer, (microfilm) 
Archives. 

Winfred Helm, Janitor. 

Marie C. Hodalski, Clerk, Administrative 
Office. 

Mrs. Alice L. Hoge, Clerk, Circulation 
Records Department. 

Raoul A. Imbert, Clerk, Bookstacks. 

Jessie P. Jenks, Head of Adult Education 
Department. 

Mrs. Gloria M. Jones, Clerk, Collections 
Department. 

Mrs. Ruth H. Kane, Assistant, Catalog De- 
partment. 

Mrs. Bernice W. Karraker, Field Visitor for 
Public Libraries. 

Tom Kenny, Clerk, Shipping Department. 

Eloise Kissinger, Head of Art Department. 

James S. LeVine, Janitor, Archives. 

Agnes Long, Field Visitor for School Libra- 
ries. 

William MacDonald, Clerk, Archives. 

Ralph E. McCoy, Editor of Publications. 

Mrs. Florence McFadden, Clerk, Archives. 


Mrs. Pauline McMullen, Clerk, Circulation 
Records Department. 

Lois Martin, Assistant, Catalog Depart- 
ment. 

Ruth Mills, Assistant, Order Department. 

Mary G. Mitchell, Typist, Collections De- 
partment. 

Mary E. Moyer, Assistant, Catalog Depart- 
ment. 

Walter E. Myers, Assistant, Reference De- 
partment. 

Mrs. Margaret Neenan, Stenographer, Gen- 
eral Reference Department. 

Mrs. Charlotte Nelson, Clerk, Archives. 

Forrest C. Nelson, Assistant, Loan Desk. 

Florence Nichol, Chief, Loan Desk. 

Mary F. Nuess, Typist, Archives. 

Amelia Osterholtz, Clerk, Order Depart- 
ment. 

Aileen Rabjohns, Assistant, Catalog De- 
partment (State Documents). 

Agnes T. Reagan, Clerk, Telephone and 
Mail Desk. 

Albert Rechteger, Assistant, Collections De- 
partment. 

Mrs. Anita S. Reeder, Stenographer, Ar- 
chives. 

Mrs. Patricia J. Reminger, Stenographer, 
Circulation Records Dept. 

Mrs. Marie Roberts, Stenographer, Exten- 
sion Service Department. 

Mrs. Leona Roos, Stenographer, Catalog 
Department. 

Emma Scheffler, Assistant, Catalog Depart- 
ment (U. S. Documents). 

Mabel L. Schureman, Assistant, Adult Edu- 
cation Department. 

Ray Scott, Clerk, Archives. 

Annabel Smith, Head of Circulation Rec- 
ords Department. 

Ruth Walden, Assistant, Circulation Rec- 
ords Department. 

Mrs. Dorothy H. Watt, Head of Collections 
Department. 

S. Ambrose Wetherbee, Document 
chivist and Classifier, Archives. 


Ar- 
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ILLINOIS STATE LIBRARY COMPARATIVE STATISTICS 


Oct. 1, 1928-Sept. 30, 1930 
and 
Oct. 1, 1938-Sept. 30, 1940 


1928-30 1938-40 


Resources (other than archival material) 

The Catalog 

Items recataloged (including old material never processed)... ........ * 13,272 
Reference requests 

Adult education activities 

Reading material lent 

To WPA and NYA library centers (books lent per month— 

Art material lent ° 

The document exchange 

State library publications 

Requests for school issue of ILLINOIS * 107 

Consultant service necessitated 


* Statistics not available. 
Service established later. 
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ILLINOIS STATE DOCUMENTS 


Received by the State Library in January, 1941 
Compiled by Dorothy G. Bailey 


Agricultural experiment station . 
Bul.: 
no.471 Range of adaptation of cer- 
tain varieties of vegetable- 
type soybeans, by J. W. 
Lloyd. Dec. 1940. 
no.472 Migration of iron and manga- 
nese in colloidal systems, by 
E. Winters. Dec. 1940. 
no. 473 Low-temperature hazard to 
set of fruit in the apple, by 
M. J. Dorsey. Dec. 1940. 
Cir.: no. 512. How to know and con- 
trol stored-grain insects, by M. D. 
Farrar & others. Jan. 1941. 


— Child welfare, Div. of 


Rept. of the Div. of child welfare (July 
1, 1939 to June 30, 1940). Edna Zim- 
merman, supt. 


Commerce commission 


Freight classification: Supp. no. 18 to 

no. 21 & Supp. no. 2 to no. 22. 1940. 

.. Rept., 23d annual, July 1, 1939 to June 
30, 1940. 


Commerce commission—Rates and research 
section 


Mo. summary of electric sales in IIl., 
Nov. 1940. 


— Mo. summary of gas sales in Ill... ., 
Nov. 1940. 


~ Criminologist: 
Annual rept. of the Criminologist in- 
cluding the Institute for Juvenile re- 
search (July 1, 1939 to June 30, 1940). 


- Emergency relief commission 


Mo. bul. on relief statistics: v. 7, no. 11, 
Nov. 1940. 

Relief—your business; general relief and 
related programs in Illinois . . ., Jan. 
1, 1941. 


— Finance, Dept. of 
Rept., 23d annual, July 1, 1939 to June 
30, 1940. A. M. Carter, director. 
General assembly—Joint inaugural commit- 
tee 
Official program, inaugural ceremonies, 
Monday, Jan. the 13th, 1941... 
_~ Geological survey 


Oil and gas drilling report: no. 50, Dec. 
1940. 
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Rept. of investigations: 
no.69 Elements of the petrographic 
study of bonding clays and 
of clay substance of molding 
sands, by R. E. Grim. 1940. 
no.70 Preliminary geologic map on 
parts of the Alto Pass, Jones- 
boro and Thebes quadrangles, 
Union, Alexander & Jackson 
counties, by J. Marvin Wel- 
ler & George E. Ekblaw. 
The research work and public activities 
of the State Geological survey, by M. 
M. Leighton, chief. (Circ. no. 64.) 


Governor 


Biennial message and report to the 62d 
General assembly, IIl., by John Stelle, 
governor, Jan. 8, 1941. 1941. 


Handicapped children, Div. of 


Annual rept. of the Div. for handicapped 
children (July 1, 1939 to June 30, 
1940). 


Institute for juvenile research 


Annual rept. of the Institute for juvenile 
research (July 1, 1939 to June 30, 


1940). 
Insurance, Dept. of 
Manual of examination . -» prepared 
by the Dept. of insurance. 1941. 


Labor, Dept. of 


The Ill. labor bul.: 
1940. 


v. 1, no. 6, Dec. 


Laws, statutes, etc. 


General information and laws of IIl. re- 
lating to public health. R. R. Cross, 
director. 1940. 


Legislative council 


Rept. of the Ill. Legislative council sub- 
mitted to the Legislature, Dec. 1940, 
2d biennial. 1941. 


Legislative council—Research dept. 
Research rept.: 

no.35 The committee system of the 
Ill. General assembly. Dec. 
1940. 

no.36 Allowance of expenses of litiga- 
tion in cases involving insur- 
ance companies. Dec. 1940. 

no.37 Exemption of food under sales 
tax statutes. Dec. 1940. 


Natural history survey 
Cire.: no. 38. Windbreaks for Ill. farm- 
steads, by J. E. Davis. Dec. 1940. 
A rept. of the Natural history survey, 
Theodore H. Frison, chief. 1941. 


— Placement and unemployment compensa- 
tion, Div. of 
An explanation: Employers’ duties under 
the Ill. unemployment compensation 
act. 1941. 


Poultry industry council 
Rept. of the Ill. poultry industry coun- 
cil. 1941. 


Public health, Dept. of 
Case reports bulletin: 
1941. 
Case reports weekly: 2d, Jan. 13, 1941. 
Educational health circ.: 
no.13 Scarlet fever, prevention and 
control. 1941. 
no. 79 Babyhood; dedicated to moth- 
ers of Ill. as an aid in giving 
infant care. 1941. 
no. 124 Arm against syphilis. 1941. 
Ill. health messenger: v. 13, no. 2, Jan. 
15, 1941. 
~ Rept., 23d annual, July 1, 1939 to June 
30, 1940. R. R. Cross, director. 


Public instruction, Supt. of 
Curriculum bul.: no. 3. Mathematics 
area of the rural school curriculum 
guide (tentative only). 1940. (Circ.: 
no. 325.) 


Public welfare, Dept. of 


—~ Annual rept. of the assistant director 
(July 1, 1939 to June 30, 1940). 
— The fiscal year 1939-40 in the Depart- 
ment of public welfare, by A. L. 
Bowen, director. 1940. 
y —~ Welfare bul.: v. 31, no. 12, Dec. 1940; 
¢ v. 32, no. 1, Jan. 1941. 


School for boys, St. Charles 
The boy agriculturist: v. 31, no. 4, Dec. 
1940. 


Secretary of state 

. Official vote of the State of Ill. cast at 
the general election, Nov. 5, 1940. . ., 
‘compiled by Edward J. Hughes, secre- 

tary of state. 1940. 
Revised rules and regulations relative to 
the appointment, qualification and 
H duties of notaries public, compiled by 
Edward J. Hughes, secretary of state. 

1940. 


State museum 


’ The living museum: v. 2, no. 9, Jan. 
1941. 


no. 1, Jan. 13, 


— 


State rural electrification committee 


Ill. rural electrification bul.: no. 37, Dec. 
1940. 


Supreme court 
Docket Supreme Court of IIll., Feb. term, 
1941. 
Ill. official reporter: v. 375, no. 1, Jan. 
8, 1941. 


Treasurer 

Mo. rept.: Jan. 1, 1941. Louie E. Lewis, 
state treasurer. 

Rept., biennial, of the State treasurer to 
the Governor of IIll., Aug. 1, 1940. 
Louie E. Lewis, state treasurer. 

University 

Bull.: v. 38, no. 16. Annual farm and 
home week program, Jan. 6 to 10, 1941, 
College of agriculture, Univ. of IIL, 
Urbana-Champaign. 

Financial rept., student and other organi- 
zations at the Univ. of IIl., year ended 
July 31, 1940. 

Ill. studies in language and literature: 

v. 26, nos. 3-4. Charles Sackville, 
sixth Earl of Dorset, patron and poet 
of the restoration, by B. Hares. 
1940. 

v. 27, no. 1. Elements of sound and 
their relation to language, by M. H. 
Liddell. 1940. 


Vocational education, Bd. for 
The fan-mill: v. 19, no. 5, Jan. 1, 1941. 


Illinois association of school boards 


Ill. school bd. journal: v. 6, no. 6, Nov.- 
Dec. 1940. 


Illinois cooperative crop reporting service 
Ill. crop and livestock statistics: Crops, 
1938-1939; livestock, 1939-1940. (Circ. 
no. 441.) 


Illinois legislative service 
Ill. legislative bul.: Summary sheet, no. 
1-5, Jan. 8-30, 1941. 
Illinois society of engineers 
Ill. engineer: v. 17, no. 1, Jan. 1941. 


Illinois state federation of labor 
Weekly news letter: v. 26, no. 39, Dec. 
28, 1940; v. 26, no. 40, Jan. 4, 1941; 
v. 26, no. 41, Jan. 11; v. 26, no. 43, 
Jan. 25, 1941. 


Illinois state historical society 
Journal: v. 33, no. 4, Dec. 1940. 


Illinois state horticultural society 
Ill. horticulture: v. 30, no. 1, Jan. 1941. 


REGIONAL INSTITUTES, 1941 


“Good Community Library Service” is 
the theme for which the Regional Institutes 
will be planned this year. The subjects in- 
cluded on the program will be centered 
thereon and will be diversified to fit the 
various localities of the state where the 
meetings are to be held. “The library” will 
be subjected to critical examination as to 
its functioning for its various types of 
patrons. 

As will be seen from the schedule on the 
front cover, three meetings will be held 
simultaneously for two days, each week for 
two weeks, and with one institute the third 
week. The chief of extension service and 
the two field visitors will arrange for the 
meetings with the assistance of each hos- 
tess library, the regional librarian, and the 
librarians of the surrounding area. Trustees 


will be asked to participate freely in the 
planned program, and also in the informal 
discussions which it is hoped will be the 
chief feature of the institutes this year. 

Junior Member participation is being 
stressed this year. It is to be hoped that 
librarians-in-chief will make it easily pos- 
sible for junior members of the staff to 
attend the meetings. 

Charlotte Ryan, chief of the extension 
service, will be the program leader at Dixon, 
Cambridge, Geneva, Maywood, and Hoopes- 
ton. Mrs. Bernice W. Karraker, field visitor 
for public libraries, will be leader at 
Monmouth, Barry, and Wood River; Agnes 
Long, field visitor for school libraries, will 
be the leader at West Frankfort, Mt. 
Vernon, and Mattoon. 


25th ANNUAL REGIONAL INSTITUTES 
FOR THE LIBRARIES OF ILLINOIS 


(Sponsored by the Illinois State Library) 


Mrs. Margaret Scriven, Hostess 
Margaret Phillips, Hostess 
Mrs. Cora Griffin, Hostess 
Bertha Stoughton, Hostess 
Irene Crawford, Hostess 
Mrs. Margaret P. Baird, Hostess 
Katie Lu Hawkins, Hostess 
Blanche Gray, Hostess 
Vernell Dammeier, Hostess 
Wood River............ Wednesday, April 23 
Mrs. William E. Wolf, Hostess 


Lillie E. Southwick, Hostess 


